Rpr 02 03 10:08a Kinney 8i Lange, P.H, 




Icial 




612^33-65 80 



p* 3 



First Named Invcnlor: Zine-Kddinc Boulasihou 



Appiicniion No.: (}9/884,796 



moans 



air ybarin^i slider comprisiny: 

duccr lor conimunicating wiLh a disc; and 

porting the transducer so that the transducer is at a closest position with respect 
to the d)?5iBsdurmg flight. 



|2\j(Amcndcd) An air bearing .slider comprising: 

a transducer liaving a pole tip for cornmunicating with a disc; 
composite slider body with a front portion composed of a first material and a rear portion 
composed ofa second material, the slider body having an nir bearing siuTaee defined 
on a disc opposini^ face of the slider body, where the air bearing surracc comprises 
ihe front poition and the rctir portion; and 
a transducer basecoat portion attached to the rear portion of the slider body and containing 
the transducer; 

wherein the polt^dp is at a mechanical close point with respect to the disc during flight. 



3. (Amtfnded) I'he sh'dcr of\laim 2, wherein an interface of the first nuitcrial and the second 
material comprises a latitudinal p^nc substantially perpendicular to tlie air bearing surface. 

4, TIic slider ofclaim 3 whercin\thickness of the first material is as much as about 15 times 
file thickness of the second material. 



5. (Amended) The slider of claim 3 wherein a>^iickncss of the first material is as little as about half 
the tllickncss of the second material. 



6. The shder ofclaim 3, wherein tiic transdacc?\portion comprises the second material. 
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7. \ The slider ofclairn 6, where :\ lappingdurability of the first material is i^rcaterlhan a lappiny 
duraftility of the- second material. 

8. 'liac slider of claim 6, where the first material is AlTiC and Ihci second material is AI^O<. 

9. A mclhod of manufacturing a slider body which supports a transducer so ihaL ihe transcluccr 
is aL a closest jVsition widi respect to a disc during tlight, the method comprising the steps of: 

forming :^composite wafer comprising a layer of a first material and a layer of a second 
material, the composite wafer comprising a plurality of joined slider bodies; 

fomiing on dAlayer of second material a transducer basecoat portion containing a plurality 
oftransoy^iccrs, wherein at least one transducer resides on each of the slider bodies; 
and 

defining an air bcarhig surface on each slider body, the air bearing surface comprising a 
leading porlionVf the llrst material and a trailing portion of the second material. 



10. The method of claim 9, wVrre a lapping duraW h'ty^of the first material is greater than a 



lapping durabilit>|orthe second mat^f ial. 



1 1 . The inethod of claim 9 further comprising (s^^vt^ t he con iposTl^^^ a plurality of 
bars. 

12. Tlie method of claim 1 1 further compX^ing|seven^ a plurality of individual 
sliders. 



13, The method of claim 9 wherein a thickness of ing first material is as much as about 15 times 
the thickness of the second material. 
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